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	Mr Nick Wilson

Head of Schools & Learning

Surrey County Council

County Hall

Penrhyn Road

Kingston on Thames

KT1 2DN                                                                              14 December 2009 




Dear Sir 

Admission arrangements at Esher High for 2010

I am writing on behalf of the Molesey Residents Association (MRA) about the September 2010 admission arrangements for Esher High School.  The MRA is a major local organisation representing the residents of Molesey, and holds all 9 Molesey seats on Elmbridge Borough Council, and both the Molesey seats on Surrey County Council (SCC), and I hope that you will take account of our views in considering this issue.

We were very disappointed with the decision alter the admission rules for 2010 to ring-fence 30 places at Esher High solely for families living in Claygate, and we have received a considerable number of enquires from parents who are concerned about the impact this will have on children living in Molesey.

I would point out that the shortage of secondary school places in recent years has significantly affected families living in Molesey, which does not have its own school.  Claygate is not unique in this respect, and local residents living in Molesey simply cannot understand why SCC considered it appropriate to make special arrangements for Claygate alone.  Neither is the situation new.  It has been getting progressively worse in recent years, and in each of the last two years additional spaces have been made available at Esher High after the initial allocation of places was made.  This has allowed some (but by no means all) of the Molesey children who were initially refused places at the school to be accommodated.  
The ring-fencing of additional spaces at Esher High for families living in Claygate will clearly have a disproportionate effect on residents living in Molesey, as fewer spaces will now be available for them.  Local residents living in Molesey are very concerned that this will disproportionately discriminate against their children, and that this is grossly unfair.  We recognise that families living in Claygate have in recent years often been unable to obtain places at either of their two closest secondary schools, but would point out that this applies equally to many families in Molesey.  As with Claygate, two closest schools are Hinchley Wood and Esher High, but in recent years Molesey children have been unable to obtain places at Hinchley Wood at all, and increasingly larger numbers have been unable to obtain a place at Esher High.  The arrangements you have put in place for September will inevitably make the position even worse for families living in Molesey.

In order to mitigate the impact of the revised arrangements for September 2010 the MRA would ask you to agree to a temporary increase of 30 places at Esher High, so that the intake for September 2010 would be 240 places.  This would help to mitigate the detrimental impact of the changed arrangements for 2010 on Molesey families, and would offer a considerable degree of reassurance to them.

You will appreciate that this issue has given rise to considerable concerns locally, and I would therefore ask for a response to our proposal as soon as possible.  Please let me know if you need any more information in the meantime, or if there are any points you would like to discuss.

I am copying this letter to the Molesey SCC Councillors, Nigel Cooper and Ernest Mallett, and to our local MP, Ian Taylor.

Yours Sincerely

Councillor Mike Axton 
Elmbridge Borough Council

Councillor Michael Axton


36 Hurst Road 


East Molesey


Surrey


KT8 9AF


Tel: 020-8979-1502
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