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MAY ELECTIONS.  We are very pleased to say that all three MRA candidates were successful in their respective wards, Mike Axton and Alan Hopkins winning comfortably in Molesey South and Molesey North wards respectively and Elizabeth Cooper narrowly succeeding in Molesey East ward. They will now do their very best representing all Molesey residents at Elmbridge Council.  We are obviously delighted at this result and would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who voted for MRA candidates and to offer a big thank-you to our many helpers for delivering leaflets, sitting at polling stations, etc.  The voting figures are set out in the right-hand column below.   

The Conservatives will continue to run a minority administration at Elmbridge since the 60-seat Council now consists of: Conservatives 28 seats; Residents Associations 24 seats; Lib. Dems. 8 seats - in other words a ‘hung’ council.  
MUCH NEEDED FUNDS

All three Molesey Scout groups, Molesey Cricket Club and St Mary’s Church are in great need of funds for various construction projects which need to be carried out at their respective premises.

Hearing their appeals, MRA County Councillor, Ernest Mallett, jointly with County Councillor Tim Oliver, agreed joint contributions from their 2006/7 Surrey grant allocations as follows:

Molesey Cricket Club (roof) £7000 St Mary’s Church (roof)       £6000 1stMolesey Sea Scouts (roof)  £3000 2nd Molesey Scouts (toilets)    £2250 3rd Molesey Scouts (roof)        £3000     

and, for Elderly Falls Prevention Training                                   £1000

  The funds will be a great help to these Molesey organisations and Ernest hopes to be able to arrange more funding for this year (2007/8).

MIDSUMMER MUSIC

  Our sister organisation, Hurst Park Residents Association, will be holding another fun summer evening on the Thames riverside land behind the Hurst Park estate on Friday, June 22nd from 6.45 to 10.30pm.

  There will be performances by junior school children, boat rides, electric trikes for the children, BBQ, club-price bar and live music from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s by ‘Dizzy’.

Admission is free (bring your own chair/blanket) and ENJOY!  More info. from Anne on 8941-1010.
MOLESEY MAYOR
MRA Councillor Vic Eldridge has been Mayor of Elmbridge for the past year.  We are proud that a Molesey R A councillor should have held that exalted post and performed all his duties so successfully.  During the course of his ‘reign’ he raised over £60,000 for the Mayor’s two charities – aimed at helping young people with visual handicaps and those generally in need in the Borough.  Congratulations to Vic and Mayoress Marléne for a job well done!

JOLLY BOATMAN/STATION

There is still no official planning application for this very sensitive site.  Local residents almost unanimously rejected previous proposals for inappropriate and very dense development on this site.  

Since then there has been a suggestion that the Star and Garter Home may build a home for ex-servicemen on part of the site, giving the opportunity for the home residents to enjoy the facilities offered by East Molesey shops and cafes.  The vision of 89 year-olds sprinting through Hampton Court Way traffic is interesting!

MRA’s view is that all this is irrelevant – what we want is modest community-sensitive development, maintaining an open aspect across the river to the Palace, in keeping with the Planning Brief.
ELECTION RESULTS

ELMBRIDGE COUNCIL

MOLESEY EAST

Chinnery, J – (Raving Looney)       95

Cooper, Elizabeth – (MRA)       871

Wright, David – (Con)                   830      

MOLESEY NORTH

Conaway, Larissa – (Con)          343 Drummond, Rita – (Lab)         64 Hopkins, Alan – (MRA)           948 Sturgis, Alistair - (Lib. Dem)            136 

MOLESEY SOUTH

Axton, Mike – (MRA)             966 Chambers, Philip – (Soc. Lab)      53 Combe, Duncan – (Con)                  237 Reid, Andrea – (Lab)                          121

Villani, Margaret – (Lib Dem)              76

MOLESEY BOOKS

We now have a good supply of both of Rowland Baker’s books – ‘Book of Molesey’ and ‘Thameside Molesey’. These were written by a local historian and make a very entertaining read about the goings-on in Molesey over many years from well before it was part of Henry VIII’s hunting grounds up to only a few years ago.   You can learn why many roads have the names they do and of the activities of the suffragettes and Fred Karno. 

 The books are only £15 each (same as when first published in 1986) and make an unusual and inexpensive present - from Ernest Mallett at 20, Walton Road or 8979-6446.

SNOWDROPS & DAFFODILS 

    This year MRA has planted over 2,500 snowdrops around Molesey - on the Police Station Green and at Broadfields, Grove Court, Bridge Road, Sadlers Ride, Central Avenue roundabout, Kelvinbrook, Cherry Orchard Road, Fleetside and Wolsey Road.      

  We hope that, in future, the snowdrops will give pleasure whilst acting as a signal that winter is almost done.
  We also hope you enjoyed the Spring show this year from the daffodils we have planted around Molesey over the years.  Each year we make an appeal to coincide with the flowering of those daffodils.  

  We know that the flowering of the daffodils brings great comfort to many who would like to remember a loved one.   This year the appeal yielded nearly £300 (which MRA doubled out of its own funds) and we were able to present a cheque for £400 to Marie Curie Cancer Care and another to Alzheimer’s Care for £167.  Thank you, all who donated.

PLATT’S EYOT

  Have you been wondering why you have not heard much lately about the proposals to develop this small island in the Thames?

  It is because the Environment Agency has objected to the proposed new suspension bridge, which will slope quite steeply across the waterway to Lower Sunbury Rd. 

  The development proposals are for 4 large blocks of flats (3 and 4 storeys high), a block of maisonettes and other housing which, in total, would accommodate up to 270 people and 100 cars and remove quite a few of the trees on the island.

  Richmond and Twickenham Council will decide these proposals and, if passed, could be the thin end of the wedge for other similar islands in the Thames.  For more information, e-mail lizrob@nascr.net or ring 8979-0035. 

RIVERSIDE SEAT

  As MRA promised in our Spring newsletter, we have just installed a new memorial bench seat, just up-stream from Molesey Lock, in a perfect position looking across to the weir.  

  The seat was part funded by the family of one of our founder members, Florence Gillham, who died in 2004.  Florence was a very dedicated and feisty lady who was responsible for a lot of the hard work that went in to founding the MRA way back in 1965.

  We hope the seat will form a pleasant spot for those who like to sit and look out over the river, lock and weir and perhaps remember Florence at the same time. 

PLASTICS RECYCLING

  There appears to be confusion about what plastics can be put in your blue-topped recycling bin.

  The straightforward answer is that only plastic bottles should go in the bin.  These may be plastic bottles of any sort, of any colour (even bright yellow bleach bottles), but without caps.

  But no other plastics of any sort, which means that supermarket containers for fruit or meat are not allowed, nor are plastic bags, yoghurt pots, margarine containers or any sort of packaging plastic.

CAR PARK CHARGING

  Charges are now upon us and few people like it.

  As stated in the MRA election manifesto, your MRA councillors will do all they can to get Molesey charges reduced to the ‘village’ rate (25p per hour) and to get free parking on Saturdays – as in Walton.   Why Molesey is charged on Saturdays is unclear.  

  We also want some of the yellow lines removed – such as those opposite The Europa pub - to help small businesses. 


MOLESEY LIBRARY

  At the well-attended MRA AGM in March, a speaker from Surrey County Council brought the good news that Surrey is expecting a government grant to be used for upgrading libraries in Surrey.

  The even better news was that Molesey library was expected to be one of them!

  At the moment it is not clear what form the upgrading could take, but the basic need is for more space.  Perhaps the clinic will get moved upstairs to free up more library space downstairs, but at the moment it is all conjecture.

   However, in these days of so many things being cut back it is nice to hear of something improving.

  We remember that a few years ago MRA was fighting to prevent a possible closure of the library by one of Surrey’s cutbacks.  What a good thing that campaign was successful!

5 YEAR SUBS

  Nearly 350 of our members have opted to pay £15 for a 5-year MRA membership, avoiding yearly visits from us and guaranteeing no fee increases for them for 5 years.     

  Better for them and better for us – why not join them when your subscription’s due?  If you wish you can do so using the tear-off slip at the bottom of this page.

MOLESEY IS SINKING under a sea of litter – or so it seems.  

  Beer bottles and cans, crisp packets, fast food containers, cigarette packets, alcopop bottles, chip papers, etc. are all culprits.

  This really degrades Molesey and, without preaching, it would help if everyone could please impress on their children the need to put all rubbish in the bins provided or take it home with them and, at the same time, show a good example themselves.
                                       MRA chairman, Cllr. Nigel Cooper,


                      has been elected Deputy Mayor for 2007/8.                                                                                 
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